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Chapter 10: News
Discussion and Writing Questions
1. Why is news a construction?  What is news?  [Note to Instructor: This is a good question to get students to understand how news is constructed and that news is not the events of the day but rather the events of the day that get covered.]

2. What are the constraints faced by journalists?  How do each of these impact the news?

3. What are the news-framing influences?  How do each of these impact the news?

4. From a media literacy perspective, what are the social and cultural implications of the fact that news industries are limited by resources and have to earn a profit? What would you suggest to change this?

5. Go online to find an example of an important story that is NOT being covered.  Using the news perspective, explain why it isn’t getting more coverage.

6. Pick a news story in print or online.  Rewrite it in a way that provides a full story with context and balance.

7. Go to an online mainstream news outlet and read a leading story.  Now, go to an alternative news outlet and read how they covered the same topic.  What are the similarities?  Differences?  What were the strengths of each outlet?  Weaknesses?  How does reading both stories contribute to making you informed?

8. Go to an online mainstream news outlet and read a leading story.  Now, go to a political blog, such as Daily Kos (http://www.dailykos.com/) or Red State (http://www.redstate.com/) and read how they covered the same topic.  What are the similarities?  Differences?  What were the strengths of each outlet?  Weaknesses?  How does reading both stories contribute to making you informed? 

9. There is a lot of debate about the state of news today. Particularly with the twenty-four hour news channels, some have argued that we have moved from investigative journalism to merely ‘coverage’ of news events.  Do you agree?  What are the social and cultural implications of this from a media literacy perspective?

